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Sewmg and kmttmg make a surgmg comeback

. NEW YORK (AP) — With the
concentration of a pool shark lin-
ing up a shot, Prilya Pillutla lcans

economy has dried up fat person-
al wardrobe budgets and the cable
design hit “Trading Spaces” has
helped create a new wave of do-it-
yourselfers.

Meyrich said her 2 1/2-hour
introductory sewing class is over-
Nowing. She teaches it several
nights a week for $70. Sales of
ber book “Sew Fast Sew Easy.”
which was published last sum-
mer, have picked up.

Maitie Kennedy, a 33-year-old
exccutive assislan, 100k the class
after she found a 1950s-cra
Singer scwing machine a1 a

streetside junk sale.

“l never wanted 1o take home
ec in school,” she said. “I thought
I was going to have 1o stay home
andbwebtbm. Bullhuslssucwr
ative.”
With a boost from celebrity

enthusiasts that include Julia

Roberts and Cameron Diaz, knit-
ting has also tumed into moré
than warm-and-fuzzy scarvej
doled out at Christmas.

Suss Cousins, who makes cus-
tom clothing and costumes for
knitting class in Los Angeles is
more popular than ever.

She’s determined to make knit-
ting more than a solitary, anmchair
hobby. She tumns it into a social
evenl, serving martinis and home-
made dishes on Tuesday mights
while her students leam the craft
in comfortable, low-slung chairs.

And her studeats go beyond
working up a version of grand-
ma's cable-knit swecater. She
teaches them how to knil pon-
chos, wraps — even knitted cell
phone covers.

“They just come in, sit down
and relax,” she said. “They walk
out of there, and they can do
somcthing they couldn’t do when
they enicred my store. | love that”

She said her latest clients
include actors Sandra Bullock and
Katcy Sagal. |

Cousins traces the renewed
popularity directly to Sept. 11,
2001. Since the allacks. she said,
people are hungry to make mean-
ingful things with thei hands, and
to connect with time-honored
family traditions,

And she has all the evidence
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SEW TRENDY — Sewing student Lmrn Burr, 40, walches
Elissa K. Meyrich, sewing edmtw.uﬂupupnmlhtiﬂuof
an elastic waist skirt for sewing during a beginner's sewing class
in Meyrich’s sewing studio in New York.

she necds of the new mainstream
appeal of sewing and knilling
when she Jooks at the faces of ber
students. Next week, cight new
students will take up needle and
yarm. They are all men.

“All of a sudden, I have guys in
the classes,” she said. “People are
50 hungry to keep things alive that
used 1o be, It's an old crafl, and
now il's becoming so popular. It’s
inspiring.”
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